FEISAL
independence, but Feisal was founding a kingdom
rather than a Royal House, and, astute Arab that
he was, he saw speedy attainment through the
British connection. If independence came too quickly
its actual realization would, in effect, be retarded,
for Iraq was far from ready for the responsibility.
Sometimes Feisal was required to place considerable
pressure on the constitutional brake, and the principles
underlying his actions were frequently misinterpreted
and misrepresented. On the first anniversary of his
accession there was a hostile demonstration outside
his palace, and other outbreaks occurred in Kurdistan.
Feisal remained unperturbed, even when, at a later
date, all the Shiahs boycotted the elections.
Feisal saw further than did the Iraqians in respect
to their relations with Great Britain. His was a
country which would prosper and flourish if suitable
agreements could be negotiated with a great Power,
and which would languish and wilt because of
financial stringency if left entirely to its own devices.
His principal bargaining weapon was oil, but his
every action required tact and clever diplomacy.
Fortunately, he was blessed with a charm of manner
which saw him through many difficult situations.
But for this charm and, of course, that real ability
that was his, he might very easily have found himself
in that uneasy position which was Fuad's in Egypt.
Even though he was several steps behind the National-
ists, and an equal number in front of the British,
within two years of his accession he had the sympathy
and goodwill of the vast majority of Iraqians, and the
respect and good wishes of the British.